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New York IsMaking anmeback as Film Production Ramps Up

L.A. finds itself ever more vulnerable as TV anduiegobs shift to other cities and states.

By Richard Verrier, Times Staff Writer

Start spreading the news: After years of watchimepper locales stand in for New York, the city tiater
sleeps has become a fierce competitor in the mhked film and TV productions.

Last year was New York City's busiest productioarnje more than a decade — a remarkable comebgakaaf
steep slump deepened by the Sept. 11, 2001, wradtacks.

In 2005, the city's location shooting days increla38% over the previous year to 31,570, accordirte
Mayor's Office of Film, Theatre and Broadcastingaffigure covers television and film shoots that@n
location, not in studios or soundstages.

Although New York still ranks second in overall gdrmtion to Los Angeles, where shooting increaseda&io
year to 54,876 days, the Big Apple is gaining gchun

"New York has become a serious competitor for feafilms and even television production,” said $tev
MacDonald, president of Film L.A. Inc., which coordtes film permitting in the city and county. "Weed to
be concerned.”

New York attracted $600 million worth of movies aetevision programs and more than 6,000 additigotzd
last year as a result of a new "Made in NY" incemfprogram that went into effect in 2005, said kaitie
Oliver, the city's film commissioner.

Those incentives, which include a 5% city tax relater and above a 10% state tax credit, are modegtared
with those offered by some states.

Nonetheless, they have given a leg up to a cityaleady is a major media center.

Many stories take place in New York, which is haiméop writers and directors such as Martin Scarsesl to
Dick Wolf, creator and executive producer of theWL.& Order" franchise. Wolf's new show on NBC,
"Conviction," is already shooting in New York.

New York's production gains come as Los Angeleddfiitself increasingly vulnerable to poaching addarction
jobs by other U.S. cities and states, more thaof 2¢hich now offer tax credits and other incentives

Thanks to the weakening of the U.S. dollar, filmingCanada and other countries is less attraotiyedducers
than it once was. But the rise of other domestialsi has led California union and industry offisi&d push for
state legislation that would offer tax breaks todurctions shot here.

Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa also hasgmsed waiving film permit fees at city-owned faes.

In 2005, New York drew more than 250 independedtstadio films and 100 new and returning TV
productions, including "The Sopranos" and "Love Men"

This year looks to be even busier. Lisa RawlinsyiM#aBros.' senior vice president of studio andipotion
affairs, said New York's tax incentives were "anffigant factor" in her studio's decision to sheit feature
films there in 2006.

"Anytime you offer up New York City with added eamnic incentives you've got a winning combination,”
Rawlins said.
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In the lucrative area of TV production, New Yorkdd seven TV pilots last year, up from the typmaé or two.
This year, Touchstone Television is shooting fduitso25 pilots in New York, in addition to the pdapar series
"Hope & Faith."

Again, New York's tax credits helped clinch theldsaid Barry Jossen, executive vice presidentodipction
for Touchstone Television.

Most of the shows and movies being shot in New Yarekset in the city, with a few exceptions. Anapng
Matt Damon and Jack Nicholson movie called "The &&g1l," for example, is set in Boston.

Although New York has long been a major playerrnoduction, which contributes $5 billion annuallytte
local economy, for years it was perceived as tqueesive.

As a result, producers on a budget would often grédw exterior shots of the Empire State Buildimghe
Brooklyn Bridge and then take their production tother city.

Los Angeles has played host to innumerable stegegn New York. On TV, even series such as "Séihfend
"NYPD Blue" that drew their inspiration from thetyciwere shot in Los Angeles. Similarly, "CSl: NYurcently
shoots here.

On the film front too, New York often has lost @a#en on movies with the city's name in the titlchai' Mary-
Kate and Ashley Olsen made the 2004 film "New Yhikute," for example, most of it was filmed in Toro.

"We were lucky if they were here a minute," jokeliv€r, who set out to change that after Mayor Migha
Bloomberg appointed her in 2002. "We just wantdaeehan opportunity to host the projects that shbelthere."

To stem the outflow, Oliver and top entertainme@agitives crafted the Made in NY program, whichegivax
refunds on film and TV shows that are produceeast 75% in New York. Qualified productions alsceige
promotions on city bus shelters and the city's Tigrmel, and discounts on services provided by loeadiors.

The city extends free parking and police serviceswaives permit fees for film and TV shoots.
The city has encouraged development of large-smalad stages, such as the 280,000-square-fooeftein

Studios at the historic Brooklyn Naval Yard. Twhet leading stages, Silvercup Studios in Long $i&ity
and Kaufman Astoria Studios in Queens, are botlaumeoing.

The changes have been especially welcome amongeandent filmmakers, whose small budgets used t@mak

shooting in the city prohibitive.

"New York was never really a viable option for wechuse it was so expensive, but now these incertizee
come into play, it's made it very competitive,"dsRiandall Emmett, a veteran indie producer whoissitlering
shooting several movies in New York.

Leslie Holleran, a producer on the upcoming Richlaede movie "Hoax," agreed. The $25-million filrhpsin
New York last summer, will earn as much as $3 onillin tax refunds.

In a city renowned for its red tape, Holleran sgtié had few complaints. "They bent over backwatdytto
make things work," she said. "It was a walk in CalrPark."
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Answer each of the following questionsin a paragraph of about 60-80 words; (use your own wor dsl)

1) Why has New York been less attractive for filmmalkierthe past decade and what has the city done to

reverse that tendency?
2) What does the development in New York mean to @ali&, especially Los Angeles, and why?
3) Why might many filmmakers still choose Los Angdieshoot their movies? What could be done to
keep the film business alive in California? Usedhguments from the text and your own ideas.
4) If you were a filmmaker, where would you rather aha movie that is
a) setin New York?
b) setin Los Angeles?
c) setin neither of the two cities?
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